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Welsh Yachting Association ATLANTIC WATERSPORT GAMES Selection Policy

1. Introduction

This document sets out the selection policies for the:

ATLANTIC WATERSPORT GAMES

BASQUE COUNTRY-EUSKADI

GETXO-SOPELANA 18th – 26th July 2008

This document also defines the responsibilities of individuals involved in the selection process and the appeals process. The selection committee reserves the right to change any aspect of the selection policy in any year.

2. Purpose of the Selection Process

The purpose of the selection policy is to select the sailors who will be invited to be part of the Welsh Team and compete in the event, in order to develop their skills, knowledge and experience of appropriate International competition.

3. Welsh Team 

The W.Y.A & CBYC shall jointly support this team, which is formed in accordance with WYA guidelines and the policies detailed in this document.  The number of places per nation / region is governed by the event organisers and may vary across classes.  

For 2008 the Welsh team receiving support shall be 1 team of 10 Optimist Sailors 

Financial Assistance to reduce the costs per team member shall be made by the W.Y.A.  CBYC will provide equal support and execute team organisation on behalf of the W.Y.A and Selection Committee.  
4. Eligibility for Team Selection

In order for a sailor to be eligible they should: 

At least one of:

1. Born in Wales

2. Welsh Parentage (parent or grandparent)

3. Live in Wales (2 years residency required)

AND 

4. Member of a Welsh Sailing Club 

5. Be members of IOCA(UK)

AND

6.  Intend to continue to actively sail and race an Optimist in 2009
5.  Team Composition

The sailors will nominally be invited (as defined below) directly from the IOCA (UK) Inland Championships on a “first past the post” basis.

Team places that are declined will be re-allocated on a discretionary basis using the processes described in sections 7 and 8 of this document.

The team will be selected as follows:

The top 10 eligible sailors from the final results of the IOCA Inland Championships against the criteria outlined below.

Eligibility Criteria

· any sailor who did not have a place in the IOCA(UK) World, European or Swiss Championships

Teams in that year (the year of the rankings, not the event), and/or

· any sailor who will not have had their 15th birthday on or before 31st 12th 2008

Therefore normally the places will be allocated initially to the top 10 sailors who were not in an IOCA(UK)

World, European, or French nationals team and intends sailing an Optimist in 2009

However, if any invited sailor declines their place, further invitations will only be made at the discretion of the Selectors, using the matrix of criteria for discretionary places in section 7.
6. Suspension and Termination

Continued membership of the team will normally be dependant upon:

· Satisfactory performance by the sailor, which is reviewed on a regular basis

· Conformance with the code of conduct/ethics that may be laid down or recognized by the

sport/class from time to time

· Conformance with programmes requirements, policies and procedures and reasonable

W.Y.A and RYA requests.

Not withstanding the above, W.Y.A reserves the right at its absolute discretion to suspend or terminate membership of the team and funding at any time and for any reason.

7. The Role of the Selection Committee

Is to ensure that the selection process is fair and to consider requests for discretionary places. The Selection Committee will comprise of the following group of individuals, none of whom will have

eligible children within the class:

· The WNS Head Optimist Coach

· A Representative of CBYC, appointed by the W.Y.A_ 
· An independent person of stature in the Optimist Class, appointed by IOCA (UK), usually the

Optimist Class National Coach
· A representative of the W.Y.A, usually the Welsh High Performance Manager
Members of the selection committee (or their appointed representatives) will endeavour to attend the Ranking Events, in order that they can make decisions on discretionary places based upon the matrix of criteria listed below.

The Discretionary places will be determined by the Selection Committee and may be offered to sailors who fail to achieve automatic selection. When allocating discretionary places the selection committee will take into consideration the following factors:

_ Age and potential

_ Factors affecting results

_ Performance in the Indicator event

_ Attitude and behaviour throughout the series

_ The National Rankings

_ Performance in other significant domestic or international events

_ Goals and aspirations

_ Height and weight

_ Amount of previous overseas experience

_ Other factors the selection committee considers appropriate.
End.

