Environmental Report

This report acknowledges the support given by our regional environmental representatives – Susanne Newbold (South), Dominic McDonough (West) and Tim Bowden (North) in responding to local planning and environmental issues and other matters. We perform a role on behalf of the RYA in responding in particular to Coastal Protection Act and FEPA licence applications that might affect our interests.
We are keeping a wary eye on a number of off-shore renewable energy proposals – not only large windfarms, but a number of new tidal energy projects off Pembrokeshire and Anglesey. We have not yet taken a position on any Severn Barrage proposal that may be promoted.
As a member of the RYA’s Planning and Environment Committee, I seek to ensure that our voice is heard in Hamble as the impact of devolved administration starts to see differences emerging between the UK, England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales.
The Marine Bill is being closely monitored and in particular the concept of Highly Protected Marine Reserves, which are to be unique to Wales.
The impact of the EU Water Framework Directive is currently under scrutiny with the recent publication of draft River Basin Management Plans – these include estuaries and coastal waters. Improvement to water quality is a laudable aim and on initial assessment these plans are not seen as a threat to recreational sailing.
The RYA/BMF Green-Blue project in Wales progresses into potentially its final year if new funding is not secured. Ruth Sharratt is keen to recruit new volunteers to help promote the project across Wales and would welcome the opportunity to visit clubs to discuss the project and practical steps to reduce the environmental impact of our activities. Contact Ruth at the office or ruth.sharratt@rya.org.uk or via the Green-Blue website – www.thegreenblue.org.uk.
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