West  Wales Regional Report 
2008 has been a good year for the West region. The CYRC series has run their full 6 days of racing and has been very successful with thanks to the Regional Committee for organising them. 

The Welsh Schools and Clubs Championship was held in Tenby this year with a very good turnout of all abilities. This was the first year the Club event has been introduced to find the best performing club in Wales and this proved very successful and will now be a regular feature. With the introduction of the regatta fleet and with a little bit of help from Ben Smith they managed to undergo many races and also have a sighting of a basking shark. The event ran well and thanks to Tenby for hosting it. Such a good job was done, that the event has been confirmed to return to Tenby on 4th and 5th July 2009.
Many sailors left west Wales this summer to go to different national events at which they gained some good places.

We have a very strong Topper scene within the region with many of them sailing at different local events - one being the Topper Travellers in Neyland which saw a light -wind day but with many Toppers turning up.

We have successfully run a Dinghy Instructors course which was fully booked with 12 potential DIs. After passing the course we hope to see them going back into their local clubs to assist in running the club training.
The first WYA South and West Wales Clubs and Coaches Conference was held on Sunday 7th December at the Castle Hotel, Neath.  An average turnout was there from both south and the west regions. The clubs that attended received many new Volvo Champion Club coaching resources which were gratefully received by all.

We have had 7 young sailors gain places in National Squads, mainly in Toppers.

We started the west open training with a very poor turnout but now we are averaging 20 sailors at most of the events.

We have recently lost our Regional Chairman, Paul Rowe, who was a great help to me when I first took over the job. He has been a real asset to the region and has made sure it kept on moving forward in the absence of an RDO. 
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