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Environment and Planning Report – 2011 AGM
The WYA, as the regional body representing the RYA, is required to deal with environmental and planning case work and increasingly advise on devolved maritime matters, which no longer follow an English model. This report reflects the activity of the Association through 2010.

I represent the WYA (and RYA) on the Wales Coastal and Maritime Partnership, which advices WAG.   I am a member of the RYA’s Planning and Environment Committee and the UK Steering Group for the RYA/BMF Green-Blue project. 

I would like to thank our three ‘regional coordinators’ – Susanne Newbold, Tim Bowden and Dominic McDonough for their efforts in responding to numerous consultations on FEPA and CPA applications that potentially impact on recreational boating together with scoping studies and  environmental statements associated with off-shore renewable energy projects and other maritime projects. Collectively we have responded on developments affecting  Rhyl, Holyhead, Beaumaris, Felinheli, Caernarfon, Swansea, Barry, Milford Haven, Skomer to name but a few.

The enactment of the Marine and Coastal Access act 2009 has resulted in a flurry of activity in establishing new policies, programmes and procedures. This is made more complex by the devolution of many responsibilities to WAG whilst retaining an overarching UK framework.

This has created a huge work programme for the RYA is leading on behalf of UK recreational boating interests. We are very well served by the RYA’s new Environment and Planning Advisor, Caroline Price, who has lead on our responses. To illustrate some of her work on behalf of Welsh interests, responses have been made to:

UK Marine Strategy Framework and UK Marine Policy Statement with references to Wales (and Scotland and Northern Ireland)

In respect of Wales WYA/RYA has responded to WAG’s draft Marine Policy Statement, marine renewable strategy review, marine protected areas consultation, revised marine licensing regime and the draft Natural Environment Framework. 

Through the WCMP I am now a member of its Stakeholder and Community Engagement Group for the MCZ project and a member of WAG’s Marine Planning Working Group.  I am covering temporarily the Irish Sea Conservation Zone project (on behalf of RYA NW regional committee). 

Recently the issue of invasive species has become important and problems associated with zebra mussels, carpet sea squirt and killer shrimps have come to the fore.  Regrettably these are all present in Welsh waters and will require preventative measures to be followed by many watersports enthusiasts.  

You can find more information and detailed position statements on the RYA website under Information and Advice – Planning and Environment. In addition you will find helpful material on www.thegreenblue.org.uk 

Bob Lowe

January 2011
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